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What we do in our advanced, honors, and AP
classes...
By the time a student reaches these classes they are expected to be able to
come up with ideas on their own with critique from us and from their peers that
leads to a “personal body of work.” Even when a project is teacher assigned, it
is deliberately open ended so that students can approach it from different
perspectives. Doing this allows for flexible thinking. It requires that the students
be  open minded and willing to toss around new ideas either in a group or in
their sketchbooks. This creative thinking fuels the portfolios that are helping to
gain our students acceptance to some amazingly competitive art schools. But
beyond this direct advantage, this creative thinking can help students in all
aspects of their lives. We talk a lot about not always running with the first idea.
Yes - it may end up being the best one. But often if an idea is given time and
thought a better, richer idea comes up. The process of stepping back and
assessing a “problem” from a distance and with some time and input can lead
to very creative ideas. 
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